
~ 
GHSLA 

VoL. 6., No. 1 '\V FALL 1984 
The Bulletin of the Georgia Health Scle.nces 

Library Association 

Editor: r~ary Fanslm:~ Assistant Editor: Kim Mcinnis 

FROM THE CHAIR: 

Plans are moving along for the Spring GHSLA and FHSLA 
(Florida) combined meeting at Jekyll Island, Georgia, on 
April 25-26, 1985. So please make your plans accordingly. 
I want to remind our members to renew their membership in 
GHSLA, and to encourage fellow librarians to join. We 
need the support of all our members. I wish to thank our 
editor, Mary Fanslow, for the excellent and outstanding 
job in publishing the UPDATE. Mary's last day with Mercer 
University is November 21st. She has accepted a position 
in Kingsport, TN with the Tennessee Eastman Company 
Research Library as an Assistant Research Librarian. We 
will all miss you, Mary, and wish you sucess and happiness 
in your new job. Our editor will be Kim Mcinnis. Thank 
you, Kim, for accepting this responsibility. I would also 
like to wish all our members HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND 
SEASONS GREETINGS! 



DOT OR NOT ••• 

If the mailing label on this newsletter has a dot next to it, 
please read this: 
****************************************************************** 

TO ALL PROSPECTIVE GHSLA MEMBERS! 

The blue dot indicates that ' you are not on GHSLA's current 
membership list. GHSLA welcomes past members to rejoin and 
extends a special invitation of affiliation to all new hospital 
and medical librarians in Georgia. Your membership and support is : 
needed in order for GHSLA to truly be a statewide health sciences 
library association. As a GHSLA member, you will receive the 
quarterly newsletter, the UPDATE, and be entitled to reduced 
registration fees at the GHSLA annual meeting in April. Please 
complete and mail the enclosed membership application. Thank you ,. 
for joining! 

If the mailing label does NOT have a dot next to it, read the 
following: 
****************************************************************** 

ATTENTION ALL CURRENT MEMBERS! 

It's membership renewal time! Dues are now payable by January 1, 
1985. So beat the Christmas rush and mail the enclosed membership 
form today! Please consider joining as a personal member if you 
are not already. Discounts of $1 are available on dues to 
personal members if their respective institutions are current 
GHSLA members. If you are currently a personal member, please 
consider submitting an institutional membership as well if your 
institution is not a GHSLA member. As of November 12, GHSLA 
consisted of 11 institutional members and 55 personal members. 
So, GHSLA needs continuation of your support and your help in 
recruiting new members. Thanks for renewing your membership! 

Please indicate any questions about your membership status on the 
enclosed membership form. 

" ;.,, ' 



MCG LIBRARY INVOLVED IN RESIDENCY CURRICULUM 

The Medical College of Georgia Library begins its fifth year of 
involvement in the curriculum of the first-year internal medicine 
residents (approximately twenty-seven per year). While eleven 
months of training involve traditional medical specialties, the 
twelfth month includes a two-week library rotation resulting in a 
paper. At the beginning of the session, residents attend three 
instructional sessions. The first is an overview of the primary 
information sources of clinical medicine (e.g., Index Medicus, 
etc.). The second is an introduction to computer searching of 
bibliographic medical databases. The third session is a "lab" 
where students have access to a user-friendly system (i.e., BRS 
Colleague Medical) via microcomputer. Residents are assigned 
library office space for up to one month to facilitate completion 
of the paper. 

The library rotation program was initiated at the request of 
Malcolm Page, M.D., Chief General Internal Medicine, Medical 
College of Georgia. Classes were begun by M. L. Turner, Ph.D. 
The present program is under the direction of Gail C. Anderson, 
Coordinator of Education, MCG Library, Augusta, Georgia 30912. 

*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*l*/*1 

TRANSITIONS ••• 

Terry A. Henner has recently been appojnted Online Search 
Coordinator and Instructor at the Medical College of Georgia 
Library, Augusta, Georgia. He was formerly Medical Reference 
Librarian at the Medical College of Ohio at Toledo. 

Sandra A. Franklin has assumed the duties as Assistant Director, 
Public Services, at the A. W. Calhoun Medical Library, Emory 
University School of Medicine. She had been Reference Librarian 
at Emory. 



CURRENT MEDICAL AWARENESS SERVICE 

CURRENT MEDICAL AWARENESS is a weekly publication 
Educational Resources Library at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
According to the St. Joseph's librarian, Betty Byrd, 
evolved from a need to encourage increased utilization 
journals and from a philosophy that the Library is not 
center but primarily an information resource. 

produced by the 
Alton, Illinois. 
the publication 

of the Library's 
simply a reading 

Production of the current awareness tool is an ongoing process. As 
journals are checked in, the content pages ar checked for relevancy. A 
master copy is typed form the checked content pages, and it lists the 
journal titles, journal dates of publication, and journal locations. 
Because St. Joseph's is a member of the Areawide Hospital Library 
Consortium of Southwestern Illinois, it receives content pages of unique 
journals from other Consortium members. 

When the weekly listing is completed, it is reproduced and 
distributed to administrative staff and inhouse departments as well as to 
subscribers. 

St. Joseph's emphasizes that CURRENT MEDICAL AWARENESS is a reference 
tool which should be reviewed promptly to be effective. St. Joseph's does 
not subscribe to commercial publications such as ISI' s CURRENT CONTENTS 
pecause the commercial issues' scope is too broad for the Library's needs 
and commercial issues can not be freely reproduced. 

The subscription price for one year (52 issues) is $75. Subscribers 
may reproduce multiple copies for their clientele. 

The Southwest Georgia Hospital Consortium subscribes to the current 
awareness service through Colquitt County memorial Hospital (Moultrie) 
which then reproduces the weekly listing for each of the other three 
hospital libraries in the Consortium: Phoebe Putney (Albany), John D. 
Archibold (Thomasville,), and the South Georgia Medical Center (Valdosta). 
Susan Danner, the circuit librarian for the Consortium, has subscribed to 
the service when employed in Illinois. The Consortium libraries have 
found the service useful for obtaining non-Region II journal articles. 

More information about CURRENT MEDICAL AWARENESS may be obtained from 
the following addresses: 

Susan Danner/ 
Deborah Garvey 
Medical Library 
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital 
Albany, GA 31703 
(912) 883-1800 

Betty Byrd 
Educational Resources Library 
St. Joseph's Hospital 
915 East Fifth Street 
Alton, Illinois 62002-6434 
(618) 463-5281 



MCG AUDIOVISUAL NEWS 

In September of 1983 the Medical College of Georgia Library 
installed 12 Apple lie microcomputers, two with dot matrix 
printers, in the Audiovisual Services Department. The response 
was favorable: From September 1983 to June 1984, over 3000 users 
logged in. By winter quarter, the microcomputers were connected 
to a CORVUS disk system. Two additional Apples and a Macintosh 
were added to further accommodate users. 

A videotape program "Videomicroscopy: Cellular Alterations and 
Adaptations and Cell Injury" has brought a new dimension of 
service to the Audiovisual Services Department of the Medical 
College of Georgia Library. This program was developed by the 
National Library of Medicine as an experimental method of 
instruction which incorporated a microcomputer, a videodisk player 
and a TV monitor. Second-year pathology students are able to use 
this interactive program to get early simulated hands-on 
experience. The microcomputer allows good interaction between the 
student and the material on the videodisk. The user picks and 
chooses the portion of the program he wants to view from a menu. 
The typical user would start by picking a pre-test from the menu 
and completing it. The microcomputer software would then score the 
test; the student could then view the corresponding lecture and 
take a post-test. Up to four students can work with the program 
at one time. 

This academic year is seeing real interest in using this new form 
of technology. It is new only in that it has not been widely used 
by educators. In part, this situation could be traced to the cost 
of production and the cost of equipment; however that will be 
changing with newer production methods an·d decreasing equipment 
costs. 

Other MCG instructors are showing interest in developing their own 
lessons from this nontraditional form of reinforced teaching. 
They have expressed their desire for information on the results of 
the experiment, and the possible production costs. 

V/U/U/U/0/0/0(U/U/U/0/U/0(0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/ 

A current awareness service similar to the Illinois service featured 
on the opposite page might be a worthwhile project for GHSLA to sponsor. 
Readers are invited to submit their comments to the UPDATE Editor, Mercer 
Medical Library. These comments will then be forwarded to the GHSLA 
Executive Committee. 



RIDING THE CREST OF THE WAVE AT KEY BISCAYNE 

The 1984 Southern Chapter MLA Annual Meeting was held October 10-13 in Key 
Biscayne, Florida, under the sponsorship of the Louis Calder Memorial 
Library, University of Miami School of Medicine. According to an informal 
(and very unscientifically executed) polling of librarians who attended, 
the Meeting was a success in all aspects - from the scenic "Banquet on the 
Bay," which honored MLA Past-Presidents from the Southern Chapter, to the 
excellent program speakers. 

"Riding the Crest of the Wave" was the theme of the :Heeting. 
Appropriately, the speakers' topics drew analogies from this theme. For 
example, Jane Lambremont of SEARMLS spoke on "Sink or Swim: The Hospital 
Librarian's Dilemma," in which she pointed out that one can never 
figuratively step in the same river twice because just as the river 
changes course, so does that individual. Other speakers also deftly 
alluded to the theme in talks such as "Books - Not Bread - On The Waters" 
and "Navigating in Turbulent Times." 

Copies of the session tapes are available from the University of Miami for 
$5.00 each or $35.00 for all eight session tapes, plus a $1.00 shipping 
and handling fee. Orders or inquiries may be sent to the Department of 
Biomedical Communication (R-4), University of Miami School of Medicine, 
P.O. Box 016960, Miami, FL 33101. 

The 1985 Meeting will be hosted by the Bowman Gray School of Medicine 
Library, Winston-Salem, NC. If the quality of the recent Southern Chapter 
Meetings is any indication, the 1985 conference can only be a critical 
success. 

FHSLA Briefs 

The Florida Health Sciences Library Association reports that it has 
arranged for Mike Rust, the Director of Physical Affairs for the Flor.ida 
Hospital Association, to speak at the April FHSLA/GHSLA meeting at Jekyll 
Island. Mr. Rust will speak on hospital cost containment measures and 
cost benefit analysis procesures. 
Several FHSLA members would like a "Training the Trainers" C.E. course to 
be offered at the April meeting. Region 2 would sponsor the course, which 
teaches MEDLARS searchers how to train health professionals to do their 
own searching. GHSLA and FHSLA are investigating this possibility. 
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