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The Tracking Network

A system of integrated health, exposure, and hazard information 
and data from a variety of sources, that is accessible through a 

public web portal for educational to policymaking purposes



Tracking in Action

 Currently 25  states 

and NYC funded

 200+ skilled EPH 

practitioners in funded 

states/NYC 

 34 ASTHO fellowships 

since 2008



Content and Data

 Asthma

 Biomonitoring

 Birth Defects

 Cancer

 CO Poisoning

 Childhood Lead

 Climate Change

 Population 

Characteristics

 Reproductive & 

Birth Outcomes

 Toxic Substance 

Releases

 Water

73% (281) of 

measures cover 

more states than 

only Tracking 

states and city

 Community Design

 Dev.  Disabilities

 Heart Disease

 Homes

 Lifestyle Risk Factors 
(smoking, overweight/obesity)

 Outdoor Air

 Pesticide Exposures













PROBLEM STATEMENT

How we present information affects how well our audience 
understands it.



Q: WHO IS OUR AUDIENCE?

• Communicating data effectively to groups as 
different as environmental professionals, 
policymakers, teachers, and concerned parents 
is challenging. 

• Choosing to be everything to everyone creates 
many bumps in the road and often fails at being 
perfect for anyone. 

• We addressed this challenge by offering a wide 
array of resources to meet the needs of 
different groups. 

A: EVERYONE



TRACKING SHOWCASE



TRACKING SHOWCASE





AUDIENCE TESTING RESULTS

1. Information and data need to be visually 
appealing

2. Audiences often do not have time to analyze 
and interpret data on their own

3. Meet your users in the communication channels 
they already use



INFO BY LOCATION

• One of our most-viewed pages, but for the 
wrong reason

• A missed opportunity











RESULTS

• We experienced a 150% increase in user traffic 
within the first 30 days following the launch

• User testing indicated room for improvement

• Future content areas will include extreme heat, 
heart mortality, access to parks, and proximity to 
highways



DATA VISUALIZATION PRINCIPLES

1. Target Your Audience

2. Tell a Story

3. Have a Key Message

4. Have Context

5. Clarity – what information needs to be where, 
and how prominent?

6. Graphic designers can help



TARGET YOUR AUDIENCE

Source: Data Visualization Best Practices 2013 – Jen Underwood, Microsoft



TARGET YOUR AUDIENCE

Source: Data Visualization Best Practices 2013 – Jen Underwood, Microsoft



COLOR IS IMPORTANT



COLOR IS IMPORTANT



RESOURCES

1. http://colorbrewer2.org/

2. http://reddit.com/r/dataisbeautiful

3. http://www.slideshare.net/idigdata/data-visualization-
best-practices-2013

4. http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/

5. http://www.fastcompany.com/section/infographic-of-
the-day

6. The Best American Infographics 2013/2014 (Edited by 
Gareth Cook)

7. Data Visualization Checklist: 
http://stephanieevergreen.com/dataviz-checklist/

http://colorbrewer2.org/
http://reddit.com/r/dataisbeautiful
http://www.slideshare.net/idigdata/data-visualization-best-practices-2013
http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/
http://www.fastcompany.com/section/infographic-of-the-day
http://stephanieevergreen.com/dataviz-checklist/


CONCLUSIONS

1. Simple data and information visualization tools 
can increase access to important surveillance 
data and health messages.

2. Audience-centered resources are important for 
making complex data easier to understand and 
use



For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
Telephone, 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web: www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

National  Center for Environmental Health
Division of Environmental Hazards and Health Effects

Thank You!

Questions?
Preston Burt

pburt@cdc.gov

http://www.cdc.gov/ephtracking

http://www.cdc.gov/ephtracking

